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I have sworn upon the Altsr of God, elernul hestility to every form of Tyranny over the
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BLOOMSBURG, COLUMBIA COUNTY,
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OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRAT,
Oprosire S1. Pavi's Cuonen, Mars-st,
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The COLUMBILA DEMOCRAT will le |

ublished ceery Soturday morning, al
THO DOLLARS per anzim, payable
half yearly in advance, or Two Iollars
Fifty Oenis, if not paid within the year

tinuwance pormitled, until @l arre

are dixcharged,

L ADTVERTISEMENTS not exceeding a
square will e conspicuously inseried ot
One Dolluy for the fivst tivee insoriions,
and Twenty-five cints for coeiy subse
quent nsericon. w A liberal iscotnt
wmade to thoxe who atvertize by fhe year.

LETTERS aldresned on business, mus!
be post paid.
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POLITICAL.

Prrrsnuns, 13th Angost, 1840,
P TO 111S EXCELLENCY, DAVID R.
PORTER.

Dear Smi—The subscribers, your fel-
low citizens of the Democratic party, em-
B brace this oppuortunity of your arrival in
Piushury, 10 express their satsfaction ol
the course of policy pursued since you as-

Ll

ernment, and to congratulate you on the ex-
tension of those great principles that dis-
L tinguigh the Demoeracy of Pennsylvania,

Lthe aflsirs of the Commonwealth, every
thing tended 10 evince the utter ingecurity
which must resnlt to a democracy whenev-
r a state is induved 10 place power in the
ands of those unworthy to wield it,
\ You ,found the commonwealth brought
1o the verge of rafa—ter fibancisl opora-
e tions mismanageld throvgh ignecance, and
misdirected through (raud —thie grossest vio-
Jation of the election lranchise committed

by the pafty an puwer for the purpose of

relaining the possession of the government

in defiance of the public will. ‘T'lie offivial
" authorily vested in public servunts for the
protection of the people converted into an
J engine of stupendous mischiel, and applied
with a spiriv of utter recklessness to defrauid
membera of the Legisluiture, elected by
large mujorities, of their seats—to the in-
troduetion  of aruroil banda
Jegislation, for the purposs of produeing by
force, whal fraud and beld villiany, hod lieen
found too impelent to perform; and in fine,
of subverting the great clements of the con-
stitution itsell,

You found, Sir, the Treasury empty—
the pubite works in a stale of ruin and dil-
npidativn—the public faith violaied—the
eredit of the Commouwenlth rapidly sink-
; ng and no provision made for rescuing the
sinte (rom the ruin of general bankrupiey.
Y ou fopud the very sources of powar cor-
apted, and in liawls of a feeble executive
oflicer, surrounded by advisers who had be-
leome he pandors of the bapking institu-
fions of the common™enlih, and who ox-
thaushed theiv cnergies in endeavoring o

ender the peeplo of Pennaylvayia the tribn

Rariea and ignoble slaves of un incorporated

nd irresponsible monsyed power,
Assuming the administration under such

Bunuspicions cironmstances,not only the de-
mocsicy of Peonsylvanian but that of the
pution at lapge, looked with anxions solici-
ade Lo the wisdom,prudence and patriotism
bl your charwcier lor reliel, To this we
e happy to say, they were not disappeint-

b The banking instiwtions have been
tought to acknowledge the supremacy of
he people; and the time fixed Tor the ro-
nmption of gpecie puy mentsalthongh more
bernote than that fecommended by you and
esired by many of your fellow citizens,
pproximates to that medinm, whicl ut the
e time it will prevent any calamity 1o
o public, will test the solvency of the in-
jisutions themselves—at a period at which,
f they do not permanently resume the dis-
harge of their obliguiions, they will sink
ver again to rise,

o subscription will be tuken for a shorter
period than iz months @ nor any discon-

gumed the sdministration of the state gov- |

When you uxsumed the adiministration of

in the halls of

The reflusal to sanction the incorpordtion
of new banking institntions has satisfied the
peaple that the sentiments of the democrat-
ic party in relation to these fearful engines
of corruption are duly appreciated by your
Exeellency, and will thoronghly imbue the
poliey of your administration.

"The repaics of the public worka—1the ae-
tivity andintelligence of the agents employ-
ed in conducting the business upon them,
the increasing revenne derived from them
notwithsiauding theembarrassments of tade
—the wisdom exhibited in the extension of
the improvements nevessury to bring into
full operation the woiks heretofore com-

ecuted, form an erain the Listory of the
commonswealth, the fmportance of which
iz auributable to your foresightalone. Bt

in which your patriotism is equalled only
by your appreciution of the public intelli-
gence, is your recommendiation o resort (o
taxation for the purpose of discharging the
public debt and maintaining inviolule the
plighted fuith of the vommouweslth.

In urging this measure, you proved that
you were not unworthy of the party that
brought vou into oflice—ihat you lully un-
derstond the ability of the people to com-
piehend its necessity, and the publie virtue

democracy is pairiotic, By this one aet,

tinne her improvements rendered cerlain.
I'he recommendations so ardently uiged
by you forthe rtostiictious of dhe banking

ted and prompily acted on by future Legis-
lature.

Whilst the acts of your udministration
have so eminently tended to rescue us [fom
umnpen ling calumily, they have had the el
fectalso of iucrcasing our nwmbers of con-
firming e luith of the democratic party,
giving us sssarance of success in the great
nulional genilict about o take place with the
bitter and vindicative enemies of the peo-
ples riglhts,
dumocrnlio suecess in our loeal eleclions, so
itereates the Lhighesteonfidence in the choice
of clectors favorable to the cluims of thit
eminent snd parriotio statesman, Marlin
YVan Buren,

Your poliey, Sir, as it insures

As vou have suceseded in imporiant
measuces ol atute policy, we may be per-

manifestations of public will, and terminat-

l W, Porter,

ing the hopes of our epponents, of ever a-
guin imposing upon the country
of a national Bank., A mensure that may
be deemed a new Magna charta of the in-
dependent and indusirions citizens, and an
utter  prosiration of the designs of those
who heretofore, fed and fattened npon pub-
lic calamity and sn irredeemable currency,

2 mensure that addresses itsell to the * so-| ™™ ;
ber socond’ thought of the peopls’ of this | weigh things well, and to act aceording 1o

the dietatea of their besljutlgatwnl.pt-rfcclly]

union, nnd which will insare to is author a
signul trivmph at the coming Presidential
coniesl,

The above suggestions are in unison with
the gentiments of the great mass of your
Jemoeratio fellow citizens of Pittsbury a::-ll

mit to you,

And we have beeu further requeated to
invite you to a public entertainment to be
given intestimony of theirrespoct and per-
gonil esteem; and of their eonfidence in you
us the ehief exceative of this common-

wealth,
With sentiments of high regord

We remain your Excellency’s,
Iriends and fellow citizens.
Charles Shaler, Wm. Wilkins,
R, C. Grier, Thos. Scott,
Jus, Gray, (4th st,)  Benj, Patten, jr.
G. W. Jackson,

PRINTED AND PUEBLISHED B

that was willing o submit 10 tixation for
the purpose of rescuing the drowning bon.
ors of the state, and renderiog the faith of
the commenwealth as imperishuble as her

her sinking energies hive been restored—
her eredit sustained, and her ability 1o con-

jnstitaiions, will werust, ba duly apprecie-
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| Rody Patterson,
David Lynch,
Jas A Gihson,
A. Carnshian,

' Wm. Kerr,

[ It C. Townszend,

| Dennis Leonard,
G, R. White,
P. MeXenna,

| James S. Craft,

Jns Patterson,
J. W, Burbridge,
John B, Gurihsie,
T. B. Daillas,

P. Mualvany,

0. P. Blair,

R. A. Bausman,
John Andersen,

GOVERNOR PORTER'S REFLY.
I Harmwissure, 24th August, 1540,
GENTLEMEN t—

Mind ef Man—Thomas Jeflorson.

SATURDAY, OCTORBER 3, 1840,

C——

mny be differences of opinion, it is 1rue, as |
to detwils, but, upon the essential principles
involved, we oll think very moch alike.—
How idle and unrersonable would it be then
10 ask of our neighbor, 10 agiee with us im-
plicitly, in all the minufe detwila of a system
when we see alike in relmvion o every fun-
Jamental principle of which it consisted ?
And how absurd and unjust would it be, to
impugn his motives and denovnee his con-
duct, beeause he could not recognize in our
opinion the only infullable standard of per-
fection T Were this otherwise, it would be

Previously to my departure from Pitts-

*the grest mass of my democratic fellow-
citizens of Pittsburgh and vicinity, to par-
|take of a public entertainment to be given

13 ¢ 1 c o i 0t Tl £
the crowning aet of your administeation,thay | 10 tesiimony of their respect and personal | exaliod individual in power may say 1o the
esteem, and of their confidence in me w8 | humbles:,

the: Chief Magistrate of the common-
wealth.” ln‘.‘gn‘.t that priog engagements
and absence from the seat of Government
for a considerable period procluded the poss-
ibility of my remuining longer in Pitsburg,
I hove been indecd so pressed for time that
I have pot had an opporiunity of ackpowl-
edyging the receipt of your letter, until my
arrival at this plsce. 1 beg you lo accep!
my sincere thanks for this manifestation of
approbation on the part of my democratic
fellow citizens of Piusburg and i1s vicinity,
and to assure those whom you represent,
how granlymng 1o my feelings, is their fa-
vorable opinion of niy public conduct.

Yo huve vot overtated, geotlemen, the
difficulties with which I bave fud to contendl,
1 took occasion, in a late letter 1o my dem:
geratio Inends of Philadelphia 1o reler 1o
them, end [ cannagt forbesr now to repeat,
that those difiicuitivs culied on me for the
excroise of all the ability and all the firm-
ness with which it has pleased God 10 en-
low me. with
embarrassments, I was constrained by cir-
cumstances lo adopt that course which seem-
ed 1o be beset with the least; and 1 am sor-
ty to say, during the darkest period of those
¢mbarrasments, there seemed 1o be a want
of cordial support, and munly assumption
of responsibility on the pariof the co-or-
dinate branches of the Government, to
whom as well as to myself, the peaple had
entrusted the munngement of their public of-
luira,

Every rational man knows that you cun-
not elect, or change govertments in a day.

Surrounded on all gides

[ Mistake and nbuses of hialf a century in tak-
ing root, cannot be extirpated sta single

| corrected with great caution and skill. Rem-
edics are often suggesied, that a first glance

more thorough consideration, are quite ag
[ bad as the evils they are designed 10 gure,

| Wlien men are responsible to the publie for
all the results of measures that they recom:

idueed o soeial tyranny of the most grind-
ing and insupportable kind, Itwould des-

menced; togother with the energy, with burg, T had the Lonor to receive  yours of | iroy av ance that freedom of opinion which
which those improyements have been pros- | the Fih inst, inviling me on behali of iz not ouly the.glory of our tepulilican in-

stitutions, but the very lile and soul of lln.zir
exigtenge.  God forbid that the day shonld
ever arrive in this country, when the most

“1 wm the standard of infallibit-
ity—agree with me in all things,or be bran-
ded as a recreant and 3 knave—stond off
|from the alter of putriotism—1 am  holier
than thow." I freely concede to every man
the right 1o form such opinions upon public
| meil, as he sees fity, and to act upon the best
dictates ol his judgment in supporiing them,
I elaine as reciprocsl right the same privi-
lege and shall exercise it, as [ have hither-
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Number 23.

of increasing the present number of banks,

ure fully set forth in my veto of ** the Lan-

caster Loan Company Bank.” 1 believe

they have been very generally approved by

my lellow-citizens; and I will here 1ake oc-

casion to say, that as the banking capital of
this commonwenlth had beea 1NcREAsED 8-
bout $40,000,0600 within three years im-
mediately before my induetion into office, I

cannot perceive the slightesy necessity for
any lurther augmentution.  While I contin-
ue to be entrusted wilh the executive fone«
tions, [ shall not yield wmy assent o any
increase of our banking vapital,but on the

contrury, il any change on this subject be

maude, L thirk it should be o reduce the

evergrown, amount slready existing,

So [ar us relates to the resumption of spes
cie payments, I have already in the letter
above referred to adilressed to my demos
eratic friends of Philadelphiastated that the
period Gxed inhe resoluions as they fi-
nally passed, was moro reote than I
thought expedient; but as the fizre, (provis
ded it wus reasonable,) was nov a  matter of
principle, and 2s I considered some definite
and speedy legislution indispensidle; I sane+
tioned the resolutions.  Had 1 defeated the
aloption of those resolutions, I sppehended
the banks would be too potent to allow of

1o done, and I shall continue to rely on the
intelligence and integrity of my fellow eiti-
zens to sustain me. I know that a publie
ollicer, who cun boare his very leart 1o the
publie seyutiny, with a gonsciousness of
rectitade of intention, has nothing to appre-
hend from the people. T'iat  serutiny 1
cheedully invite—it cannot be instiated too
afien, or to rigidly applied to the conduct
of publie funetionaries.

I hope geotletuen, not ‘o be misunder.
stood,  Vhese rewarks are not desigaed 1
be applivable to any partioular clags of in-
dividuals, if'in fact any can be found, who
might leel disposed 1o appropriste them
w themselves.  They are wade for the sule
purpose of explaiing my own views of the
course ki becomes me to pursue under such
circomstances a8 have been indicated, and 1
liave not yetsesn any just cause to depart
from them, on any occasion.

You have been pleased to refer with ap-
probation, 1o my recommendation of a tax
| fur the support of the eredit and the honor
| of the Commonwealth, as well as for the
completion of the unfinished works of im-
provement,

| It affutds me  pleasure to re-

[ceive sueh testimunisls of commendation
|

fram those who among otheraare o bear

the burthen of this imposizion. 1 felt con-

improvements finished or undertuken—we
were but inditectly responsible for provid-

lproduuﬁd. and it was sinply a question of,

wheiher the plighted faith of the Siate
should be redeemed or vidlated, As a man

I ¢ honor, as the Execulive of a high-minded

the passage of others, more reasonable, if
indeed any others, could have been passed.

I signed them as the least of two evils.—

T'his is not the first law I have sanclioned

for the same reasons, end ne man in his
senses can expect the executive branch of
the government, which merely approves of
what is dene by its two so-ordinates,lo have
gvery measure previseiy its own way, [
have exercised the veto power without lies-
itation whenever I considered a question of
prindiple,sor of vitul public pelicy concerns,
ed,b 1L not in cases of less impork,

As I considered the suspension of specie
payments extended to a longer time than
was necassory, I shall not sunction any fur-
ther extension. [If the banks cannot mees
their engagements on the 15th of January
lnext. it will be a serious misfortune, but it
is one, in the production of whichI have
had no share, and for the coneequences of
which I shall feel no official responsibility.
The banks themeelves must answer [or the
result; for 1t must be perfecily obvious to
!iha world, that any bank which cannot
then resume, with such notice and indul
gence, will never bo able to resume atall,

You have also been pleased to notice in
connection with my name, that of our dis-
tinguished President, and likewise that
great mweasura of his administration the Ins

|

mitted to congratulats you and the public, | blow; and when intimutely blended with |scious of the peril I encouniered in. making | dependent P'reusury: My favorable epin-
upon the uliimete success of Wiat great de- | our ll.‘-I'iIll.'L"‘..‘i.IllT-‘.J lmh.lm. interesta as the th:‘: recommendation o the legislawre, but jon both of him snd of the Independent
moeratic measure, the Sub-Treasury sys- | bauking institations of this Commonwealth | in fuct there was no otheravailsble alterna- | Treasary Bill was fully and frankly ex-
tem—n measure sanctioned by repoated have been, the evil nust bo examined and | tive, I'he cebt was alrendy invurred—the [Preg'ed in my Inaugural address and my

lute annual message to the legisluture. Tt
[ was mude up on reflection, and has been

the curge | @ppear sound and complete, but upon a | ing for wlie necestity which we had noi ' strengiliened by the oceurrences almost dai

ly taking place. 1 may furiher add,that aa
the Independent Treasury is now the law of
It!:u lend, und in full operalion, time will
|0on demonsirnte its sulutary tendoncies,and

mend er approve, it iz doubly incombent on | and honorable people, I pould not hesimte, | [ have ne donbt, prove that its friends have

them not to be misied by hasty connsel, or |l chesrfully suggesied n measure, in the ! ot been mistuken in their anticipations of

fulse sppearances.

fearless of all that human power ean do a:
gainst them. lmprr.:,:i-:-l with this, as tlie
paramount obligation of my official duty, 1
have both done and refrined from during |

I wus to take psbare, I regrotied as sin-
certly as any one, i1s necessity, but regret
however grest, could not justily a failure to
perlorm my eflicial duty.

You have been pleased also to refer with
approbation to wy recommendations for the

They are sworn Io|burchon of shich, with my fellow-titizens, | benafits 1o nrise from it

‘The baks had by their own act of sus-
pension in 1837, sliown tliair ineapacity to
perform the functions of fiscal agents of
the Government. With $15,000,000 in
their vaulis, of the public moneys, the go-

| yernment was compellad to borrow funds 1o

various things on which a diversity of sen- lu-l'nrm of the Hunking System; 1o my op- I carry on its operations.  With whut justice

which a¢ a commitres aeting under their up- | timent prevailed,among my political lriends | position 10 the ineresse of the number of | therefore,can they or their friends complain
. ! . | - . N . . v -

poinlment, we have been instructed to sub- | snd supporters; und [rankly and fully sub- banks; and 1o the cerainty now afforded, | of the government, (having already suffered

mitting my reasona to wy fellow eitizens, | iay tie banks of the commonwealth will | 8o deeply by their delinguency,) for at
have relied en their capdorand sense of | rogume gpecie payments on the day fixed [tompiing to provide a safer snd betler me«

Justice, to vindicate my course,
denco in my (ollow citizens lies been more
thun realized, Thoy huve approcinted e
obstucles in my way, aud huve made sm-
ple allowance for the pecaliar circumstances
in which the people of the commonweslih
and its Executive huve been placed. 1am
sure there is but litlle real difference of opin-
iun among the various members of the de-

gain.""

| deeply regret that the commendations
which | made ta the legislature in my an-
nual messnge at the opening of the last ns-j
sion, for the reformation of our vicious |

My coufi- | by e resolution, or “sink never 10 rise a- | thod of keeping and disbursing the money

belonging to the people t

I have thus, gentlemen, hastily, bot witls
candor expressed my views on several of
the leading wpics enibraced in your letter
of wnvitation, Whatever mny be the opin

syslem of bunking, were not adopted, Haud | jon of some others, ns 1o the right of tha
ihoy buon, 1 balieve much goed would have | people 1o ask of cand’d'ates for high office
resuliod 1o the publie, but as it is, I cundo |and of persons occupying officisl stations,

moeralic parly en the great subjects of pub- | nu more than to renew them, as [ shall do, | what are their views, on great subjects of

lic policy that have ogcupied the attention and urge them upon the atiention of the
of the people for several years pust, Thero | nextlegistaure. My views on the subject

Lpoliey sffecting the prospecis and interests

of the public, and as to the duty of such

—_——
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